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TDBB Eurasia Local Authorities Summit (Sarajevo, 30 May 2016) 

Speech Text of President of TDBB İbrahim Karaosmanoğlu 

 

Dearest Members of Union of Turkish World Municipalities, Dear Brothers, Dear 

Mayors, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with love and respect… 

Dearest members of a big civilization whose borders are created with language and 

culture… 

We greet you on behalf of a nice country, greetings from Anatolia and Istanbul… 

These meetings remind me brothers who meet at home after coming from foreign 

lands on the morning of a religious feast. That’s why I am very happy and excited. 

Dear friends and brothers, 

In this cultural contact, we contact through common words and common themes. This 

truth is the honor of our spiritual region. 

Now we are a great non-governmental organization with the population we represent 

as Union. We are almost a great world municipality.  

As our cooperation and sharing increase, as our information and experience 

transmission increase, we will be a big urbanization reference for the rest of the world.  

Our Union was established for cooperation of culture, civilization and local 

governmental dimension. To protect our common history and cultural heritage, we create 

common ideas and projects.  

We find common solutions for our cities’ problems. We know that the problems of 

every city are unique and different but we can resolve these differences by benefiting each 

other’s experiences on the way to solution, and also we can provide a more comfortable and 

peaceful life for our citizens. 

Dear friends, with Union of Turkish World Municipalities, we make our solution 

experiences turn into a universal heritage.  

This heritage will be very precious for our next generations. These activities we make 

are the ones which put our Union apart from being a good-intention institution and give a 

historical depth and responsibility to it.  

What makes us “us” is our common solution will for our problems and search for new 

models for urban management. Thank God, this search found an answer. 

We developed an extensive cooperation culture. The differences between the cities and 

competing were our advantages. Today the bridges between a municipality in Sarajevo and a 
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municipality in Turkey or a municipality in Kyrgyzstan and a municipality in Turkish 

Republic of Northern Cyprus resolve all the borders. 

Ismail Gasprinski, one of the important names of Turkish ideal history, expressed the 

union of communities as an ideal.  

And he formulated this as “union in language, idea and work.” Lately, our 

governments had taken serious steps, and still take serious steps, to put this principle into 

effect. We maintain the brotherhood that our former President Turgut Özal started with an 

early recognition. We provide this union on the level of cities.   

The dreams of Ismail Gasprinski, Chinghiz Aitmatov, Cengiz Dağcı, Yusuf Akçura, 

Mehmed Emin Resulzade, Ali Shir Navai, and Mahmud al-Kashgari are now, to some extent, 

real. But we are in the beginning. Our efforts to make Union of Turkish World Municipalities 

as a reference institution in international arena continue.  

On the subject of local governments; we want to be a sample for, for example, a 

municipality in Latin America. This is the value we see for our brand. 

A light is reflected to me from our member cities and member mayors. We have 

administrations that each has great projects in their cities, that put those projects into practice 

and transfer these successful projects each other.  

We are happy to hear about cooperation news. The successful cooperation among our 

members means the actualization of our Union’s strategic goals. Each joint signature is a 

contribution to world urbanism culture.  

I hope we will collect all joint signatures and we will have re-written our urbanism 

criteria. 

As Union of Turkish World Municipalities; to create international criteria on local 

government and city and to put these criteria into effect are very important for our vision. Our 

vision of urbanism that we have laid the foundation in the beginning of 21st century will 

determine the structure of the future. 

Dear brothers, 

We have to renew, update and prepare the crowded, dirty, old and downfall of the 

cities for the future. This is also what we understand from urbanism. 

Cities are not just the local administrations we live in. Cities are not just places on the 

map. They are the places which are shaped by culture and civilization, in other words, people.  

The political regimes in the world change perpetually. The structures of the 

governments change but the cities always exist… Because the city is civil. It is the creation of 

people. The city is related with the society. 
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City is the result of history’s carving geography. Both their brotherhood and mind are 

powerful. The values that these cities produce are powerful.  

Now the world is transforming. Now on cities have also a say as countries and 

governments. Cities also speak out. They stand out with their values. In the global world cities 

also brand. 

We will keep our brand as long as we truly follow this process… 

For us urban administration is not limited with municipal borders. We should manage 

our cities according to the values they carry, as if we govern a national or global brand. 

Let me give you an example from my city Kocaeli. Many international brands are 

making their production in my city. Every visitor comes and loves the beauty of Gulf and the 

environment. We thought that we don’t have the right to limit this city within the borders 

Turkey and opened ourselves to the world. Now we are doing what is necessary.  

We plan our investment according to this vision. The winner is our community, 

country and the world. Every city for certain has a value to share. We have to find it and make 

it functional. Because as our urban and cultural values are protected and developed, they have 

a meaning. The sister city tradition and support are very important in this sense. 

Dear friends, 

We can be more effective and powerful than many international institutions as long as 

we have a common perspective and cooperation with our union members. With this union, we 

will move forwards and continue to be the source of new urbanism models.  

We are very happy for that. And this is the happiness of all. I thank to all our member 

municipalities and the officials of hosting member municipality Novi Grad Municipality. 

Again I greet you with love, respect and my dearest sentiments. 


